
Goal: Increase reading comprehension through modeling and independent practice

Reading Workshop

During Reading Workshop, students practice reading comprehension strategies with a variety of 
texts. A Workshop typically begins with a mini-lesson where the teacher models a reading strategy or 
aspect of author’s craft. Following the mini-lesson, students practice the focus skill individually or with 
partners. Students then continue applying the modeled strategy while reading a text of their choice 
as the teacher meets with individual students or small groups. During these conferences the teacher 
provides targeted feedback and instruction to help students deepen their understanding of their text. 

It is difficult for the teacher to uncover 
students’ thinking while they are reading 
independently. The teacher is not sure 
how to best challenge and support 
students during conferences.

● Create Book Clubs or reading groups where students select a shared text to read from Actively Learn’s 
catalog. Assign the selected texts for group members to read during independent reading, and 
encourage them create annotations to share their ideas about the text. This builds engagement and 
creates opportunities for small group instruction during conferences.

● Embed notes and questions throughout texts students read on Actively Learn that highlight the learning 
objective or mid-workshop teaching point.

● To accelerate students’ growth in writing about reading, provide scaffolds (guiding prompts, sentence 
frames, etc.) within questions and encourage students to revise responses based on feedback.

Challenges Solutions

The teacher assigns students texts of their 
choice to read on Actively Learn. The 
teacher then reviews data (reading time, 
dictionary lookups, notes, etc.) to 
determine teaching points for student 
conferences.

Students are not very engaged during 
independent reading time. Struggling 
readers have fewer options of texts to 
choose from due to reading challenges or 
limited language proficiency.

Students read shared texts on Actively 
Learn. While reading, students add notes 
to discuss the text with each other. The 
translation and dictionary features help 
students comprehend texts at a range of 
reading levels.

Students practice strategies from the 
mini-lesson using printed texts. However, 
the teacher is unable to provide timely, 
effective feedback and reteaching when 
needed.

After the mini-lesson students practice the 
focus strategy while reading a short 
passage on Actively Learn. As students 
respond to questions in the text the 
teacher reviews responses and provides 
immediate support to struggling students.

Thinking about using Actively Learn for Reading Workshop? Here are some tips:

https://help.activelylearn.com/hc/en-us/articles/115000279334-Explore-catalog
https://help.activelylearn.com/hc/en-us/articles/115000279334-Explore-catalog
https://help.activelylearn.com/hc/en-us/articles/115000573994-Assign-text-to-individuals
https://help.activelylearn.com/hc/en-us/articles/115000502074-Extra-help-for-notes-and-questions

