
 

             Hurricanes: Risks & Resilience 
       Knowledge Set Teaching Guide 

 

This Knowledge Set is designed to help students explore the impacts of hurricanes and the ways individuals and 
governments can work together to support disaster relief efforts. As students progress through this set, they will learn 
about the impacts of Hurricane Harvey (a major hurricane that affected many cities along the Gulf Coast in August 2017) 
and examine arguments about how the risks of this hurricane could have been reduced. Students will also learn about 
ways ordinary citizens have worked with local officials to provide support after disasters. Although the texts in this set 
focus on Hurricane Harvey, the lessons learned from this event can applied to most major hurricanes.

 
Target Grades & Subject(s): Grades 9-12; English-Language Arts, Science 
 

Learning Objectives 
● Students will analyze arguments regarding how social and political systems can both exacerbate and reduce 

hurricane risks. (CCSS RI.8) 
● Students will compare and contrast the impacts of different natural disasters by synthesizing details from multiple 

texts. (CCSS RI.2, RI.7) 
 
Before Teaching this Series 

● Introduce this set to students by briefly reviewing the impacts of one of the most destructive hurricanes in U.S. 
history -- Hurricane Katrina. Invite students to share what they already know about this event, and watch this 
video, which describes the path of the storm and its aftermath. Discuss how hurricanes like Katrina can drastically 
affect many people’s lives. 

 
Texts in this Set (download texts here) 
 

Text 1: Hurricane Harvey is Poised to Hit Today, and It's Not Your Average Storm (3 pages) 

This article reviews several major hurricanes in U.S. history and 
describes some of the risks related to these events. Written only 
hours before Hurricane Harvey made landfall, this article also 
predicts the potential effects of the storm on the city of Houston 
and surrounding areas. This context will help students as they 
learn more about how policy decisions and individuals can 
prevent the devastating impacts of hurricanes later in the set. 

Extension Activity: In pairs or small groups, have 
students conduct further research on one of the 
hurricanes described in the article. Groups can 
prepare a poster or slideshow that highlights key 
information about the hurricane (e.g., date, 
category, areas affected, etc.) as well as its impact 
on different communities. 

Text 2: Don’t blame climate change for the Hurricane Harvey disaster - blame society (3 pages) 

In this article, the author explores what and who is to blame for 
the Hurricane Harvey disaster, moving beyond simply blaming 
the hurricane itself. The instruction in this article encourages 
students to challenge their own thinking regarding blame for the 
disaster and to evaluate the author’s argument and evidence. 

Discussion Questions:  
- Based on the article, what is to blame for the 

Hurricane Harvey disaster? 
- What role do government and individuals play 

in preparing for future hurricanes? 

Text 3: ‘Cajun Navy’ rescuers in Hurricane Harvey show vital role of volunteer boats (4 pages) 

This text provides further context on disaster relief efforts and the 
contributions of both formal responders and local citizens. While 
reading, students will examine the author’s argument regarding 
the role of volunteers. The instruction in this set also guides 
students to evaluate the potential benefits and challenges when 
formal responders rely on volunteers during disaster relief efforts. 

Discussion Questions:  
- How do you think the author would respond to 

the following statement: It is more important to 
have volunteers helping out after a disaster than 
formal responders? 

- How have you seen local citizens provide 
support after a disaster or major incident? 

Text 4: What Hurricane Harvey says about risk, climate and resilience (2 pages) 

In the final text of this set, the authors discuss preventative 
measures the U.S. should take to minimize the damage from 
future hurricanes. After reading, students will be asked to 
compare the arguments made in each text of the set. They will 
then take a position on what steps the U.S. should take to reduce 
the risk of hurricanes going forward, and defend their position 
using evidence from the articles they’ve read in this set. 

Extension Activity: Divide students into different 
groups representing key players in local 
government (e.g., city council, business leaders, 
homeowners, etc.). Have groups debate how their 
city should use money in their budget to protect 
the city from future hurricanes. At the end, have a 
student panel determine the strongest argument. 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog?q=&fR[KnowledgeSetLearnEntityId][0]=220757
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJaMWw4-2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJaMWw4-2Q
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