
 

           Fake News: Who's Responsible? 
       Knowledge Set Teaching Guide 

 

This Knowledge Set is designed to promote media literacy and examine the responsibilities of individuals and 
technology companies for ensuring the accuracy of information shared online. Throughout this set students will evaluate 
different arguments regarding the impact of fake news and the role of companies like Facebook to address the issue. 
Students will also learn how to detect fake news and what they can do to reduce the spread of false information.

 
Target Grades & Subject(s): Grades 9-12; English-Language Arts 
 

Learning Objectives 
● Students will examine arguments and compare and contrast different views regarding the role of technology 

companies to reduce fake news. (CCSS RI.8) 
● Using evidence and details from multiple sources, students will evaluate the impact of fake news and propose 

solutions. (CCSS RI.1, RI.2) 
 
Before Teaching this Series 

● To introduce this set, ask students to define fake news. Ensure that students understand that fake news is false 
information that is reported about a person or event and that it is deliberately created to mislead people. 

 
Texts in this Series (download texts here) 
 

Text 1: Syrian Selfie Refugee Anas Modamani Sues Facebook (1 page) 

This article describes a recent lawsuit against Facebook 
regarding fake news. This text provides context about how false 
information can spread on online platforms and the impact that 
fake news can have on a person’s life. As students read, they will 
also consider the role that photos can play in influencing people. 

Extension Activity: Have students examine several 
intriguing photographs with partners (some 
examples can be found here). Discussion prompts: 
What’s going on in the photo? What details in it 
surprise you? What questions do you still have? 

Text 2: Three Ways Facebook Could Reduce Fake News Without Censorship (4 pages) 

In the next two articles in this set, students will read opposing 
views about whether Facebook should be responsible for 
reducing fake news. This text provides suggestions for how the 
company can combat fake news. The instruction in this article 
guides students to evaluate the author’s stance and use textual 
evidence to support their analysis of main ideas.  

Discussion Questions:  
- Based on the article, what is the difference 

between media and technology companies? 
- What type of company is Facebook? 
- Should the responsibility to address fake news 

be different for media and tech companies? 

Text 3: Why Facebook Can't Fix Fake News (4 pages) 

This article challenges the perspective presented in the the 
previous article. The author suggests that efforts to reduce fake 
news might be detrimental to Facebook’s goals as a for-profit 
company. After reading, students will compare and contrast the 
arguments in these two articles and evaluate each author’s 
evidence. 

Discussion Questions:  
- According to the article, why have political posts 

and fake news increased on Facebook? 
- Do you think it would be problematic for sites 

like Facebook to decide whether a story is true 
or false as the author suggests? 

Text 4: France Gets Facebook Fake News Filter (1 page) 

This article describes one way Facebook has attempted to 
reduce fake news on their website. As students read, they will 
evaluate the benefits and downsides of this approach. They will 
also begin to learn about how users can help reduce the spread 
of false information. 

Extension Activity: Have students review this 
website describing the fictitious Pacific Northwest 
tree octopus and ask them to evaluate the site’s 
accuracy and credibility. Discuss observations and 
strategies for examining sources. 

Text 5: You Are the New Gatekeeper of the News (3 pages) 

In this text students will learn about changes in news reporting 
and how the responsibility to determine the accuracy of 
information has shifted from reporters to individuals. This text 
describes steps people can take to verify and evaluate articles. 
After reading, students construct proposals for how individuals 
and tech companies can work together to reduce fake news. 

Extension Activity: Based on what they have 
learned in this set, have students create posters or 
record short videos informing other students about 
the impact of fake news and how to spot it. Display 
posters around the school and share videos with 
other classes. 

 

http://tiny.cc/FakeNewsSet
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/reader/authoring/preview/528862/notes
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

