
 

          Lessons from Japanese Internment 
       Knowledge Set Teaching Guide 

 

This Knowledge Set is designed to deepen students’ understanding of the political and social climate in the U.S. during 
World War II (WWII). Students will read primary and secondary sources describing events that led to the internment of 
Japanese Americans and reflect on the impact this period had on thousands of families. As students progress through 
the texts in this set, they will consider how knowledge of historical events can shape our views of present-day issues. 

 
Target Grades & Subject(s): Grades 9-12;  History/Social Studies, English-Language Arts 
 

Learning Objectives 
● Students will understand the events leading up to the internment Japanese-Americans during WWII and use 

evidence from primary and secondary sources to describe the impact of anti-Japanese sentiments and policies. 
(CCSS RI/H.1, RH.9) 

● Students will analyze multiple perspectives and consider how an author’s bias can influence their account of an 
event or issue. (CCSS RI.6, RI.9) 

 
Before Teaching this Series 

● Students should be familiar with key events, nations, and people related to WWII (e.g., bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
Allied and Axis Powers, President Roosevelt, etc.). 

 
Texts in this Series (download texts here) 
 

Text 1: US Remembers 75 Years Since Japanese American Internment (2 pages) 

This article provides background on the political and social 
climate of the 1940s and describes major events of WWII. This 
context will help students as they move into analyzing different 
sources related to Japanese internment. 

Extension Activity: Have students search online for 
examples of American propaganda during WWII 
(posters, leaflets, etc.). Discuss the purpose of each 
source and what it reveals about public attitudes. 

Text 2: Transcript of Executive Order 9066: Resulting in the Relocation of Japanese (1942) (1 page) 

As students read the transcript of Executive Order 9066, they will 
consider the time period in which it was written and its intended 
purpose. The instruction in this text guides students to analyze 
President Roosevelt’s language and word choice to understand 
how this order cleared the way for the forced relocation of over 
120,000 people of Japanese descent. 

Discussion Questions:  
- What did you learn from this document that you 

might not learn from other sources? 
- What was the primary reason that President 

Roosevelt issued this order? Do you think it 
accomplished this purpose? 

Text 3: A Lesson from America's Japanese Internment Camps (2 pages) 

This article presents a personal account describing how President 
Roosevelt’s order affected one family. As students read, they will 
consider how the author’s account differs from or confirms what 
they have already learned about the experience of many 
Japanese-Americans during WWII. 

Extension Activity: In pairs, have students research 
what life was like at one of the internment camps. 
Ask students to prepare presentations or graphic 
novels describing the camp (population, location, 
etc.) and the experience of its residents. 

Text 4: Fred Korematsu: Why His Story Still Matters Today (2 pages) 

In this article, students will learn about how Fred Korematsu, a 
Japanese-American who challenged the relocation order. This 
text also highlights how Korematsu continued to fight for civil 
liberties throughout his life. While reading, students will continue 
to analyze the author’s purpose and tone.  

Extension Activity: Have students conduct further 
research on the Korematsu v. US Supreme Court 
case. Assign students roles and conduct a 
mock-trial to debate whether Korematsu’s civil 
rights were violated by the internment policy.  

Text 5: 75 Years Later, Internment of Japanese Remains Stain on American History (11 pages) 

The final text in this series is a piece of literary nonfiction, which 
interweaves personal reflections with interview excerpts and 
historical facts. As students read, they will identify the author’s 
purpose and potential bias. Students will then compare and 
contrast what they have learned about the political and social 
climate of the 1940s to present-day issues. 

Discussion Questions:  
- Based on the article, why is it important to 

remember the policies and attitudes that led to 
Japanese internment? 

- Do you agree with the author’s claim that fear of 
certain groups of people continue to influence 
policy and public attitudes today? 

 

http://tiny.cc/JapaneseInternment
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/reader/authoring/preview/528870/notes

